Lenten Series 2008

The Lord’s Prayer: Prayer for the Christian Life

As Jesus journeys toward Jerusalem, he prays (e.g. Luke 3:21; 5:16; 6:12; 9:18; 9:28; 11:1; 22:32; 22:41).  Prayer reflects Jesus’ intimate relationship with the Father, the sustaining of every aspect of his life and mission under the Father’s will and in the Father’s care.  Prayer is a response to the Father’s Word and also to what He presses upon us in this life.  When Jesus teaches us how to pray, he also shapes our life of faith.  Each petition of the Lord’s Prayer is a call to live in the reality of the Father’s action in the world in Jesus.  Each puts to death the “old man” to death and raises a “new man” to life who will life in righteousness and purity before God, trusting in his promises.

The sermons may broadly be outlined according to Luther’s dictum: oratio, meditatio, tentatio:

Prayer for the Holy Spirit; 
reception of the Holy Sprit in meditation on God’s Word; 
work of the Holy Spirit under trial (spiritual attack),

leading to renewed prayer...
[after John Kleinig, “Oratio, Meditatio, Tentatio: What Makes a Theologian?” CTQ 66:3, July 2002.]

I. Wednesday of Invocabit: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name;

A. Passion: I. The Lord’s Supper

B. Text: John 17:1-17

C. SC III Petitions 1; LC III.26, 35-48.

D. Hymns: 
LSB 773 Hear Us, Father, When We Pray
LSB 766 Our Father, Who from Heaven Above, sta. 1, 2, 9
LSB 696 O God, My Faithful God

E. Sermon:

II. Wednesday of Reminiscere: 
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

A. Passion: II. Gethsemane

B. Text: John 18:33-38 (also considered Matt 21:33-44; Luke 19:11-27)

C. SC III Petition 2, 3; LC III.49-70.

D. Hymns:
LSB 419 Savior, When In Dust to Thee
LSB 766 Our Father, Who from Heaven Above, sta. 1, 3, 4, 9
LSB 685 Let Us Ever Walk With Jesus

E. Sermon:

III. Wednesday of Oculi: 
Give us this day our daily bread;

A. Passion: III. The Palace of the High Priest

B. Text: Luke 12:13-34 (also considered John 6:1-15)

C. SC III Petition 4; LC III.71-84.

D. Hymns: 
LSB 424 O Christ, You Walked the Road
LSB 766 Our Father, Who from Heaven Above, sta. 1, 5, 9
LSB 774 Feed Thy Children, God Most Holy 

E. Sermon: 

IV. Wednesday of Laetare: 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;

A. Passion: IV. The Praetorium

B. Text: Matt 18:21-35

C. SC III Petition 5; LC III.85-98.

D. Hymns: 
LSB 610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me 
LSB 766 Our Father, Who from Heaven Above, sta. 1, 6, 9
LSB 429 We Sing the Praise of Him Who Died

E. Sermon: 

V. Wednesday of Judica: 
And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil;

A. Passion: V. Calvary

B. Text: Matt 26:36-46

C. SC III Petitions 6, 7; LC III.99-124.

D. Hymns: 
LSB 436 Go to Dark Gethsemane
LSB 766 Our Father, Who from Heaven Above, sta. 1, 7, 8, 9
LSB 615 When In The Hour of Deepest Need

E. Sermon: 

